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- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by. statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

REMARKS 

Claims 1-8 are currently pending. Applicants amended claims 1-3, 6 and 8. 
The Drawing sheet and the amended Specification filed by Applicants have been 
acknowledged. 

The objection to the Drawings cited in the previous Office action has been 
withdrawn in light of the submission of the new Drawings. 

The claim objections cited in the previous Office action have been withdrawn in 
light of the amendments. 

The claim rejections under 35 U.S.C. section 112 cited in the previous Office 
action have been withdrawn in light of the amendments. 

In the previous Office action, claims 2-7 were indicated as allowable if rewritten 
or amended to overcome the rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph set forth in 
the Office action. Applicants amended claims 2, 3 and 6 to overcome the rejections and 
also incorporated the allowable subject matter into claims 1 and 8. However, upon 
further consideration, new grounds of rejections are made. 

Claim Objections 

Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The limitation "has a through hole" recited in line 5 of the claim should be 
changed to "comprising a through hole". 

The limitation "is retained in position" recited in line 6 of the claim should be 
changed to "retained in position". 
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The limitation "the pressure" recited in line 8 should be changed to "a pressure". 

Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: 

The limitation "lower region of a surface" recited in line 11 of the claim should be 
changed to "lower surface". 

The limitation "an upper region of the surface" recited in line 13 of the claim 
should be changed to "the upper surface". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 1 recites the limitation "is arranged on an opening of a vessel, and 
supported with a cap body". It is unclear whether the vessel and the cap body are part 
of the claimed invention. 

The limitation "integrally molded of a plurality of slits" recited in line 7 of claim 2 is 
unclear. The term "slits" suggests "openings" or "cuts", which are intangible. Therefore, 
it is not clear how something that is intangible can be integrally molded. Similarly, line 
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32 of claim 2 and line 12 of claim 8 recite that the slits come into contact with each 
other. It is not clear how intangible slits can come into contact with one another. It 
appears from the language that Applicants intended the term "slits" to mean "flaps 
formed by slits" or the like. 

It is unclear whether the limitation "the periphery" recited in line 8 of claim 2 is 
referring to the "outer periphery" recited in line 7 of the claim, or another "periphery" of 
the sealing member. 

Claim 2 recites multiple "engaging part". According to the claim, the sealing 
member comprises an engaging part and the fixing member also comprises an 
engaging part. Each time the limitation is recited, the claim should clarify which 
engaging part it is referring to. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the outer periphery of the hollow cylinder" in line 
1 1 . There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim 2 recites multiple "engaging protrusion". According to the claim, the. outer 
cylinder comprises an engaging protrusion and the cap body also comprises an 
engaging protrusion. Each time the limitation is recited, the claim should clarify which 
engaging protrusion it is referring to. 

Claim 3 recites the limitation "the sealing member made of an elastic plate having 
a reasonable thickness". There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim. The claim did not previously establish that the sealing member has a thickness. 
Therefore, it is improper to refer to the sealing member as "the sealing member made of 
an elastic plate having a reasonable thickness". 
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Claim 4 recites the limitation "the rim" and "the extending part". There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for these limitations in the claim. 

Claim 4 also recites the limitation "the inner periphery". Because claim 2 recites 
multiple inner peripheries, it is not clear which of the two inner peripheries the limitation 
is referring to. 

Claim 7 recites the limitation "the upper periphery". There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to comply with 
the enablement requirement. The claim contains subject matter which was not 
described in the specification in such a way as to enable one skilled in the art to which it 
pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and/or use the invention. 

The claim recites two separate steps, the first step comprising the act of 
arranging a sealing member, followed by the second step comprising the act of 
arranging a pressurizing member above the sealing member. The language of the claim 
suggests that the sealing member and the pressurizing member are individual entities 
that can be physically separated. However, the claim also recites that a spring member 
is firmly fixed between the pressurizing member and a fixing member that is arranged 
on the sealing member, which suggests that the pressurizing member and the sealing 
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member are connected as a single piece. The limitations recited in the claim contradict 
one another. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 1-7 would be allowable if rewritten or amended to overcome the 
rejections under 35 U.S.C. 112, 2nd paragraph, set forth in this Office action. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 

matter: 

Shaw, Jr. (US 4,427,110) discloses a container for handling diapers. It comprises 
a sealing member having radial slits that define sectors, and a pressurizing member 
adapted to urge and maintain the sectors of the sealing member in the open position 
when the pressurizing member is inserted through the plane of the sealing member. 
However, the pressurizing member disclosed by Shaw, Jr. does not comprise a through 
hole, which is an essential feature of the claimed invention. The through hole of the 
claimed invention allows the user to gain access to the inside of the container while the 
pressurizing member is inserted through the plane of the sealing member. The 
incorporation of a through hole to the pressurizing member disclosed by Shaw, Jr. also 
would not have been obvious because the pressurizing means disclosed by Shaw, Jr. 
must be a solid member to perform its intended function of pushing articles through the 
slitted sealing member. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul S. Hyun whose telephone number is (571)-272- 
8559. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 8AM-4:30PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jill Warden can be reached on (571)-272-1267. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



PSH 

6/19/07 




